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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY

•••

Commencement scheduled at Van Andel Arena
Nearly 700 students, including 80 master 's
degree candidates, are scheduled to receive
their degrees in graduation ceremonies on
Saturday, December 7. Those eligible to
graduate this semester total more than 1,500
students.

islands - nine of
which are inhabited
- at the western end
of the Caroline
Archipelago in the
North Pacific Ocean .

The ceremony will begin at 10 a.m. at the Van
Andel Arena (note change in time and venue
from previous December commencements).
Faculty and staff members planning to attend
are remjnded to meet at 9:30 a.m. in the upper
concourse at the southeast corner of the arena .

Remengesau graduated from Grand Valley
with a bachelor 's
degree in criminal
Tommy Remengesau
justice in 1979. In
1984, at age 28, he became the youngest senator elected to Palau 's National Congress . In
1992, he was elected vice president of the
republic - again , the youngest person to hold
that office - and led efforts that resu lted in
the country's official membership in the
International Monetary Fund and World Bank
Group. Remengesau's election nine years later
to the office of president served as a mark of

Keynote speaker for the ceremony will be
Tommy E. Remengesau , Jr. , an alumnus of
Grand Valley and president of the Republic of
Palau.
Remengesau was inaugurated in 200 l as president of his native Palau , which consists of 200

his vitality and his promise to the people of
Palau to "preserve the best, and improve the
rest."
This year 's Distinguished Alumni Awards will
be awarded to Mary L. Kramer, ' 79, vice president of Crain Communications and the first
woman elected as an officer of the Detroit
Athletic Club, and Nancee L. Miller, ' 68,
Grand Valley 's first full-time director of
Alumni Relations until her retirement earlier
this year.
Also at Saturday's ceremony, Grand Valley
will bestow its annual Outstanding Educator
Award on John Shontz, lauded for sharing his
love for biology with students through real-life
examp les in the classroom. The biology
professor joined Grand Valley 's fac ulty in
1974 and was cited by his former students as a
mentor and good communicator.

-------------------------•••-------------------------Across Campus

Herbs, acupuncture: Chinese medicine
meets western medicine
A recent visit by several Chinese medical practitioners to Grand Valley
State University marked the start of a formal exchange agreement
between the university and a hospital in Beijing.

Doctors and professors fro m the China-Japan Friendship Hospital were
in Grand Rapids on November 22 and 23. Along with a tour of campus
and visit with Grand Valley health professions fac ulty members, the
Ch inese delegation toured Van Andel Institute, Mary Free Bed Hospital
and Rehabilitation Center, and the Wege Institute.
Jane Toot, director of the School of Health Professions, organized the
trip after two visits to the Friendship Hospital. The 1,300-bed facility
integrates traditional Chinese medicine (herbs, acupuncture) with
modern western medicine.
A group of Grand Valley upper-level students who are preparing for the
health professions program will travel to Beijing for three weeks in June
to study traditional Chinese practices and the country's health system.

Pace will move to new position in July
Diana Pace, director of the Counseling and Career Development Center,
will move into a position in the Dean of Students Office next summer
and a search for a replacement for her current position will begin soon.

President Mark A. Murray signs exchange agreement papers with representatives from the China-Japan Friendship Hospital.

Pace was named associate dean. Beginning July 1, her new duties will
include expanding Grand Valley 's medi ation program , assisting the
Division of Continuing Education in coordinating student services at the
Holland , Muskegon, and Traverse City campuses, developing various
training programs , and researching student retention.

continued on page 2
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Across Campus
County [and other
counties], but I don 't
have to do it individually with each organization," said Schaub.
"I can take care of it
all at once." Payroll
deduction also makes
it easy, he pointed out.

continued from page 1
Dean of Students Bart Merkle said Pace will also be a "resource,
problem-solver and consultant" for the university community. He added
that the search for a new director of the Counseling and Career
Development Center will likely continue through the winter semester.

Grand Valley employees support
United Way Campaign

Schaub won the
drawing for an
Allendale Campus
parking space of his
choice for the next

Results from Grand Valley's United Way Campaign show that more than
half of university employees find United Way a valuable way to support
their community.
A total of $127,400 was raised, with 52 percent of faculty and staff
participating in the campaign. Retired employees also contributed to the
university-wide effort.

year. Robin Smith, assistant professor of social work, won a personal
parking space on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus.

Mark Schaub, assistant dean of International Education and assistant
professor of writing, spoke for many Grand Valley employees when he
said that giving to United Way simply makes sense: it's a convenient way
to support community health and human services.
"One of the main reasons I contribute to United Way is that I can give to
lots of worthwhile charitable organizations that help people in Kent
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The drawings were made at two breakfasts hosted by President Mark A.
Murray to thank Grand Valley faculty and staff members who participated in the campaign. In addition to the personal parking spaces , drawings
for other pnzes went to Daleene Menning, Art and Design Department;
Gary VanHam, De Vos Center Bookstore; Ruth Ann Stone, Kirkhof
School of Nursing; and Tom Owens, Linda McCrea, and Donna
Campbell, of the School of Education.

···----------------------

What's Ahead

Faculty, staff to be honored
at Holiday Gathering

Monday when classes are in session and
biweekly during the summer. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221.

Seventy-six faculty and staff members will be
honored for their years of service to Grand Valley at
the annual Service Award and Holiday Gathering on
Thursday, December 5.

Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/onl ine/forum/form .html.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal opportunity institution.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Supporters of the United Way campaign gathered at thank-you breakfasts on the Allendale
and Pew Grand Rapids campuses.

All faculty and staff are invited to attend . The gathering will be held in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River
Room, from 3-5 p.m. with the award ceremony
beginning at 3:30 p.m. To allow all employees to
participate , campus offices may close at 3 p.m.

The 25-year award recipients are:

Faculty
Barbara Roos , associate professor of communications
Laura VanderBroek, associate professor of
English
James Walker, associate professor of criminal
justice
Executive, Administrative and Professional
Donna Markus , manager of budgets and special
projects, Facilities
Scott Richardson , assistant vice president for
Human Resources
Harriet Singleton , senior counselor

The 35-year award recipient is:
Vi sit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online
publication, on the Web at:
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/

GVNOW

Faculty
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard, associate professor of
music
The 30-year award recipients are:

Faculty
Doulatram Chattulani, associate professor of
education
Carol Garey, senior librarian
Antonio Herrera , professor of education
Harold Larson, professor of engineering
Faite Mack, professor of education
Jitendra Mishra, professor of management
Melvin Northup , professor of biology
Ernest Palmer, assistant professor of mathematics
Stephen Rowe , professor of philosophy
Beverly Seley, professor of art and design
Executive, Administrative and Professional
Charles Furman , assistant gene~al manager, WGVU
Wayne Kinzie , psychologist and assistant director
of counseling
Clerical, Office and Technical
Bonnie Maka , Human Resources assistant
Virginia Molenkamp, Financial Aid file coordinator
Virginia Vanderveen, administrative assistant,
Information Technology

The 20-year award recipients are:

Faculty
Dellas Henke , associate professor of art and
design
Ellen Pool, associate professor of music
Executive, Administrative and Professional
Andrew Beachnau , director of Housing and
Health Services
Thomas Butcher, university counsel
Phyllis Gendler, dean of Kirkhof School of
Nursing
Jeffery Musser, director of budgets and financial
analysis
Michael Stodola, Fieldhouse building manager
Clerical, Office and Technical
William Grimaldi, inventory control clerk
Carol Modderman, Library circulation assistant
Maintenance/Service
Dennis Kraai, material and mail handler
Pat Maxfield, general maintenance specialist
Darlene Peck, painting specialist
Timothy VanHouten , general maintenance
mechanic
Douglas Wiers, groundskeeper

continued on page 4
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Emergency closing policy
In evaluating whether or not to close for snow-related reasons, the
following criteria are used: the ability of the university's road crews to
keep campus roads and parking lots cleared ; the conditions of primary
and secondary roads in the area as reported by the State Police and
Ottawa County Central Dispatch Authority; and weather reports
regarding the track of the storm and other conditions.

Unless Grand Valley is officially closed, fac ulty members are expected to
hold their classes as usual. Individual fac ulty members who wish to
cancel a class or other event should do so only with permission of their
dean. In such cases, fac ulty members are responsible for notifying student
for each class they teach. The media will announce only complete
closings, not cancellation of individual classes or events.

Because commuting students , faculty and staff members come from such
a broad geographic area, it is extremely difficult to arrive at a deci sion
that is appropriate to each vicinity. Weather conditions rarely are uniform
throughout the area. There is no one decision that will satisfy everyone;
however, a diligent effort is made to arrive at a reasonable decision that
considers the safety of students as well as their right to receive instruction . Under no circumstances does GVSU ask students, facu lty or staff to
assume undue risk in traveling to class in inclement weather. No
announcement will be made when the university is open .

Snow closing during final exams
In the event that a closing would involve a specified exam day, those
exams affected would be held on the next available day after the exam
week has concluded . For example, if a Tuesday exam day were canceled,
the next available day after the conclusion of the exam week would be
Saturday. If two exam days were affected, i.e . Wednesday and Thursday,
Wednesday's exam would take place on Saturday and Thursday 's exam
would be the following Monday.

Definition of the words 'canceled' and 'closed':

Overnight parking restrictions

Canceled: Classes and activities will not be held. Employees are to
report to work.
Closed: Only designated employees are to report to work.

Section 2.10 , "Resident Parking ," of the campus Traffic and Parking
Ordinance states that no overnight parking is permitted in any lot other
than residential lots except with permission of the director of Public
Safety Services .

Grand Valley will close all or part of its operations only in case of
extreme emergency caused by impassible roads , restricted visibility, violent weather, energy loss, or other conditions serious ly endangering the
health and safety of students, faculty and staff. Normally, the Pew Grand
Rapids Campus will close on ly when the Allendale Campus is closed.
The decision to close the Meijer Holland Campus will be made taking
into consideration local weather conditions and decisions made by other
institutions in the immediate Holland area. If the Allendale Campus is
closed , the Meijer Campus is also closed .
When Muskegon Community College is closed, GVSU 's Muskegon
Center for Higher Education will be closed. When the decision is made to
close the main Northwestern Michigan College campus in Traverse City,
GVSU's University Center will also close.
Students , fac ulty and staff members should assume the university is open
unless they hear otherwise on radio or television. They are asked not to
call the Grand Valley switchboard to ask about closings.
Closing announcements will be made over the following area stations.
For a more detailed update on campus conditions and area roads, tune to
the Grand Valley radio stations, WGVU-FM 88.5 and WGVU-AM 1480.
Every effort wi ll be made to make the decision to close so that the
announcement can be made over the stations as early as possible, but no
later than 6:30 a.m . for daytime classes, and 3 p.m. for evening classes.

Radio
Grand Rapids
WKWM-AM 1140
WTKG-AM 1230
WOOD-AM 1300
WBBL-AM 1340
WGVU-AM 1480
WGVU-FM 88.5
WGNB-FM 89.3
WCSG-FM 91.3
WBCT-FM 93.7

WKLQ-FM 94.5
WLHT-FM 95.7
WVTI-FM 96.1
WLAV-FM 96 .9
WORD-FM 97 .9
WQFN-FM 100 .5
WCUZ-FM 101 .3
WSNX-FM 104.5
WOOD-FM 105.7
WODJ-FM 107 .3

Grand Haven
WGHN-AM 1370
WGHN-FM 92.l
Holland
WWJQ-AM 1260
WHCT AM 1450
WJQK-FM 99.3
Muskegon
WMUS-AM 1090
WMUS-FM 106.9

Television
WWMT-TV Channel 3
WOOD-TV Channel 8
WZZM-TV Channel 13
WXMI-TV Channel 17, 42 & 58

WGVU-TV Channel 35
WOTV-TV Channel 41
WGVK-TV Channel 52

When classes are canceled, all staff members are expected to report for
work unless the closing announcement indicates that only "essential
staff' need report . The following personnel are considered essential and
are expected to report: Department of Public Safety Services , Plant
Services , Food Service, Housing , Information Technology, WGVUAM/FM/TV, Eberhard Center Building Management, Fieldhouse
Management, Library Services .

Parking between the hours of 3-7 a.m. shall be considered overnight
parking. Also, parking overnight in Lots B , C-West, D, D-Overflow, J ,
Calder Residence and GVA (resident lots) shall require a "reserved" resident permit or a temporary resident permit issued by the Department of
Public Safety Services . During snow removal periods , any vehicle fo und
to be in violation of the Ordinance will be subject to impoundment. Any
questions should be referred to Public Safety Services at x3255.
Overnight parking is prohibited at the Pew Campus and the Meijer
Holland Campus, except with permission of the Security Office at x6677.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Joe Smith , assistant professor of political science, was interviewed
by WKZO-AM in Kalamazoo about the new Homeland Security
department recently created by Congress.
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a "Sketch" to the Forum,
forum@gvsu. edu .
Accounting Department fac ulty members Stephen R. Goldberg,
Dori Danko , and Joseph H. Godwin , wrote a paper, titled "How to
Profit from New Trends in Treasure Management," which appeared in
the Journal of Corporate Accounting and Finance.

Angela Hessler, assistant professor of geology, co-authored a poster,
titled "Andean Tectonic Pulses Reflected in Geochemical and Petrologic
Provenance Patterns of the Talara Basin, Northwest Peru," presented at
the Geological Society of America Meeting in Denver, Colorado.
William Neal, professor of geology, co-authored a presentation, titled
"Engineered Barrier Islands: Lifeless Piles of Sand," at the Geological
Society of America Meeting in Denver, Colorado. Patricia Videtich,
professor of geology, attended the concurrent session of the Council for
Undergraduate Research as a national council member.
Mark Schaub , assistant professor of writing and assistant dean of
International Education, gave a keynote address, titled "International
Education and English Studies," at the annual meeting of the
Michigan College English Association , held in Dearborn .
Yonglei Tao, associate professor of computer science and information
systems, presented a paper, titled "Component vs. Application-Level
MVC Architecture ," at the FIE 2002 conference, sponsored by the
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, in Boston,
Massachusetts.
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ALENDAR OF VENTS
General Events
Arts Hotline (616) 331-ARTS
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m .,
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Symphony
Orchestra conducted by Daniel Boico. LAT,
PAC. For more information call x3484.

Thurs.-Sat., Dec. 5-7
TBA: Volleyball NCAA National
Championships. Site TBA.

Sat., Dec. 7
Mon., Dec. 2
8 p.m .: Music Department Concert. GVSU Jazz
Ensemble. LAT, PAC. For more information
call x3484.

Thurs., Dec. 5
10 a.m.: Fall Commencement Ceremony. Van
Andel Arena.

Sun., Dec. 8
Tues., Dec. 3
12 noon-1 p.m .: Campus Wellness Workshop .
Holiday Card Stamping. KC, Cabins D, E,
and F. Call x3659 for more information.
8 p.m.: Music Department Concert. GVSU
Concert Band. LAT, PAC. For more
information call x3484.

6 p.m .: Women 's Basketball at Mercyhurst
College. Erie, PA .
8 p.m .: Men's Basketball at Mercyhurst College.
Erie, PA.

3 p.m.: Music Department Concert. Festival
Chorale, University Singers, and Madrigal
Ensemble . LAT, PAC. For more information
call x3484.
8 p.m .: Music Department Concert. University
Arts Chorale and Varsity Men. LAT, PAC.
For more information call x3484 .

Fri., Dec. 6
10:30 a.m . and 6:30 p.m .: Swimming and Diving
at Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill.

Sat., Dec. 7
Sports

Wed., Dec. 4

Sports Hotline: (616) 331-3800
Game times subject to change.

10:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.: Swimming and Diving at
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill.

11: 30 a.m.- 1 p.m.: Campus Wellness HIV/AIDS
Awareness Health Fair. KC Lobby.

Mon., Dec. 2

1 p.m.: Women 's Basketball at Gannon
University. Erie, PA.

Thurs., Dec. 5

6 p.m.: Women 's Basketball. University of
Findlay at Grand Valley.

3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Gannon University.
Erie, PA .

3 p.m .: Service Award and Holiday Gathering.
Grand River Room , KC.

8 p.m.: Men's Basketball. University of Findlay
at Grand Valley.

•••

What's Ahead
continued from page 2
The ten-year award recipients are:

Faculty
John Adamopoulis, professor of psychology
Suzeanne Benet, associate professor of
marketing
Yatin Bhagwat, associate professor of finance
Victoria Brehm , associate professor of
English
Roy Cole , associate professor of geography
and planning
Javier Estrada, associate professor of physics
Gretchen Galbraith , associate professor of
history
Roger Gilles, associate professor of writing
Salim Haidar, associate professor of mathematics
Catherine Jones-Rikkers, associate professor
of management
Ashok Kumar, associate professor of management
Sufen Lai, associate professor of English
Linda McCrea, associate professor of education
Peimin Ni, professor of philosophy
Kelly Parker, associate professor of philosophy
Senez Rodrigues-Charbonier, associate
professor of psychology
Janet Shroyer, associate professor of mathematics

Parvez Sopariwala, professor of accounting
and taxation
Thomas Wolteri nk , instructor of marketing
Executive, Administrative and Professional
Rodney Denning, research associate I, Annis
Water Resources Institute
Paul Doane , assistant director of Financial
Aid
Kent Fisher, associate director of Alumni
Relations
Simone Jonaitis, assistant dean, Continuing
Education
Linda Kennedy, membership coordinator
David Oliver, engineering supervisor
Kimberly Schmidt, assistant director of
Alumn i Relations
Edward Spier, traffic supervisor
Clerical, Office and Technical
Dorothy Alt, Library acquisitions assistant
Donella Andersen, gift coordinator
Mary Cotter, secretary, Admi ssions
Valorie Frank , administrative assistant, Arts
and Humanities Dean 's Office
Julie Haski n, Financial Aid assistant
Elizabeth Lemieux, Library clerk
Nancy Moseler, administrative assistant,
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs
Office
Debra Rotman, secretary, Sociology

Virginia Sietsema, secretary, Biomedical and
Health Sciences
Aram Snyder, Steelcase Library assistant and
circulation assistant
Elyse Sterenberg, secretary, Public Safety
Services
Maintenance/Service
Thomas Dykhou se, custodian
Michael Widing , groundskeeper

Club hockey team to play
at Van Andel
Grand Valley's club hockey team will play
Davenport University at Van Andel Arena on
Saturday, December 7 , preceding the Grand
Rapids Griffins game against the Utah Grizzlies .
The Grand Valley-Davenport game will begin at
3:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for both the college
and minor league hockey games. Tickets can be
purchased at Van Andel Arena the day of the
game, or ahead of time at the Information Desk
in the Kirkhof Center. People can also emai l the
information desk, infodesk@gvsu.edu , to reserve
tickets.

